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The book, Nigeria in Figures, delivers on its title. The author did a good
job of bringing the concept of data analysis to life. The book’s easy-to-

understand approach and the use of data from several sources is a
major advantage and a great start for anyone who wants to

understand what data is and what it can do.

Special Adviser to the President (Finance and Economy)
Dr Sarah Alade 

This is a book that was needed many years ago, and its major strength
consists of two elements. First, critical data are presented. Second, the

data are analysed. The typical researcher will benefit from both and can
use the data either as is and/or as a basis for further analysis.

Department of Economics, University of Ibadan
Emeritus Professor Ademola Oyejide

"Nigeria in Figures" presents complex data in an easily accessible
manner, making it an essential resource for policymakers, researchers,

and other stakeholders. The author’s contribution to policy research
and advocacy highlights the importance of partnerships and

collaboration in improving data quality and availability in Nigeria.

CEO, Nigerian Economic Summit Group (NESG)
Mr ‘Laoye Jaiyeola

The book offers comprehensive coverage of the key social and economic
development indicators.It will be particularly useful to policymakers at all

levels of government. Scholars and analysts interested in investigating
and cross-referencing development issues at national, regional and state

levels should also find the book useful source materials.

Executive Chairman, African Centre for Shared
Development Capacity Building (ACSDCB)

Professor Olu Ajakaiye

This is a great reference material that would be valuable to economists,
statisticians, historians, students, and curious-minded citizens

interested in understanding trends in Nigeria’s socio-economic
development from 1999 to date. The author used pictures in a skilful

and intelligible manner, which makes the book very attractive to read.

Deputy Governor, Economic Policy Directorate,
Central Bank of Nigeria

Dr Kingsley Obiora

The Book “Nigeria’s in Figures” is a massive and excellent undertaking
by the author, who has succeeded in creating a Data Encyclopaedia

on Nigeria. This potentially revolutionises our data space.

CEO, Global Mandate Consulting and Former Chairman
and DG, Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

Dr Suleyman Ndanusa

This book covers important aspects of Nigeria’s socio-economic data.
Drawing a parallel between it and other major data sources on Nigeria, its
value addition is that it is comprehensive, informative and interpretative. I

look forward to when it will be fully automated and made interactive to
further unlock its potential as a user-friendly analytical and predictive tool.

CEO, Economic Associates (EA) and Member of Governing
Council, Ministry of Finance Incorporated (MOFI)

Dr Ayo Teriba

'Nigeria in Figures' is a great work. It is quite comprehensive
reflecting all the UNCTAD productive capacities' components

as well as relevant aspects of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The insights accompanying the

pictures and charts make the work unique.

President, Association of Capital Market
Academics of Nigeria (ACMAN)

Professor Uche Uwaleke

A resource-rich data bank for scholars, policymakers and other
stakeholders; the book uniquely captures a large volume of data and
presents it in a professional and analytical way. It unravels the multi-
layered, complex and amorphous data and turns it into precise and

concise information for easy comprehension and digestion

President, Nigerian Economic Society (NES) and Non-
Executive Director, Central Bank of Nigeria 

Professor Ummu Ahmed Jalingo

"Nigeria in Figures: A Socio-Economic Databook" is like a breath of
fresh air for those researching for relevant data on the Nigerian

economy. As the data is regularly updated, it will become a deep
mine, from which to harvest valuable data on the Nigerian economy.

Chairman, Citibank, Nigeria and former Minister of
Finance and National Planning.

Dr. Shamsuddeen Usman
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To my mother, Mrs Adepeju Esther Olowookere, for your fervent
prayer, effect of which I see.

To my wife Eniola and children, Ibukun, Aanu, Ire and Ife, for your
love, support and understanding.

To my reader, for the hope that you find this book useful in your
assessment of the development of our dear country, Nigeria.



Use a picture. 
 It's worth a thousand words

 - Arthur Brisbane (1911)





My career as a teacher of Economics, Consultant and
Policy Advisor has served to strengthen my conviction as
to the importance of timely, accurate and wide-ranging
data. In its 7th May, 2020 edition, the Economist Magazine
had written “it is hard to help the poor if you don’t count
them”. Obvious as this statement by the Economist is, the
political economy of data cannot be ignored. Indeed, I
contend that the political economy of data explains why,
more than six decades after independence, we have only
estimates of Nigeria’s population. Yet we expect to make
progress!

The absence of credible, relevant, timely data enables the
creation of ‘alternative realities’. These alternative realities,
inaccurate as they tend to be, then become the basis for
policy errors with consequences that, at the very least,
hinder progress. Beyond collection, meaningful analysis of
data becomes the next hurdle to be surmounted. Too
often have I been involved in or observed discussions that
show participants either have no sense of what the data is
nor have they bothered to undertake proper analysis to
arrive at meaningful insights. It is important to state that I
am not unmindful that data and analysis thereof can be
subjective. For me, this is no problem if the data collector
and analyst are fair-minded enough to make their
perspective/assumption(s) to users. 

As I commend Dr. ‘Folabi Olowookere - with whom I have worked for more than a decade - for
the effort and resources which have been committed to the production of this book, I hope it
provides inspiration for others to venture into this area of work. I therefore recommend and

present “Nigeria in Figures – A Socio-Economic Databook” without any reservation. 

Data and its analysis represent light provided by information and
knowledge, without which no meaningful development can be
achieved. Therefore, any country which does not encourage
adequate and continuous investment in data collection,
compilation, storage and analysis in a manner that enables
policymakers – public or private - to make sense of them will
perforce deny itself development and growth. 

“Nigeria in Figures – A Socio-Economic Databook” is a timely
contribution to finding a solution to the challenge of analysis. The
book provides - in the form of charts, graphs, and figures - an
extensive picture of Nigeria’s Fourth Republic from its inception in
1999. The book is a prototype with essential features to serve as a
compendium as well as a companion to Researchers, Policy
Advocates as well as Policymakers in their quest to achieve their
goals. Moreover, it provides information and insights that will aid
the provision of answers relevant to our socio-economic questions. 

The scope of this work is to be commended very highly. Data used
is taken from the best and most reliable sources. The range of data
coverage spans the sub-national tier at one end to the global level
at the other. This gives needed confidence in terms of quality.
Being an effort of a private establishment is also worth
commendable in that it further buttresses the commitment of the
private sector to expend resources, on not only creating private
goods but also those that are public in nature.

- FOREWORD -

DR. ‘DOYIN SALAMI
Chief Economic Adviser to the President
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The citizens just had another opportunity to effect the necessary change
during the 2023 General Elections in February and March 2023 and made
their choices. In the elections, thousands of politicians contested for various
offices as President, Governors, Members of the Senate and House of
Representatives, and State Houses of Assemblies. 

Before, during and after the elections, politicians, citizens, businesses and
other key stakeholders in Nigeria need to employ robust data and verifiable
facts in addressing the country's developmental challenges. While Nigeria
has the necessary data for such planning and engagement, some may not
be available in an easy-to-understand and readily-usable format.

This databook, therefore, presents a comprehensive list of indicators
measuring Nigeria’s socioeconomic performance since 1999 at the National,
Regional and State levels. It seeks to provide evidence-based inputs into the
discussions, policy analysis and target-setting by political office holders,
advisers, policymakers, electorates, observers, researchers and businesses.
The book is intended to serve as a reference data book and a useful guide
for benchmarking and monitoring Nigeria’s socioeconomic progress over
time.

“Nigeria in Figures – A Socio-Economic Databook” first shows the trend and
structure of various national and federal government performance
indicators since 1999. Each section in this part provides a background
description of the status of the relevant indicators as well as the key
developments, policies and challenges surrounding them. For each of these
indicators, attempts are made to highlight Nigeria’s relative position (rank)
among selected comparator countries.  

examines Nigeria’s socio-economic performance since 1999;
brings relevant data from multiple sources and formats together
into a single document;
presents, in a comprehensive manner, data at the National,
Regional and State levels;
describes the developments, challenges and policies of different
sectors;
shows the relative performance of Nigeria against selected
comparator countries;
employs simple and attractive charts and illustrations for clear
understanding; 
provides detailed sources and description of relevant data; and
gives insights on how to interpret the figures and charts.

In other parts of the book, available data on the country’s six (6) geo-
political zones are presented; and the same is done at the State level.
The aim is to equally aid effective decision-making at the sub-national
level of government in Nigeria. The presentations in the book are made
in simple and attractive charts and illustrations for easy comprehension.
In addition to the benchmarking against selected comparator countries,
the book contains an insight section that explains the trend and
structure of each chart simply and understandably. 

To further enhance its utility to decision-makers, the hundreds of
indicators presented in the book are aggregated into a performance
dashboard for a snapshot of Nigeria’s socioeconomic performance since
1999. The databook’s key features, therefore, make it unique given that it:

Nigerian leaders and citizens must be aware of the state of the economy and set measurable goals to achieve a desirable state if the much-
promised democratic dividends are to be delivered to the country. Political and public office holders should be assessed by their understanding

of the economy's situation and their ability to plan and move the country towards such a desirable state. Discussions around Nigerian
development have often been subjective, and when facts are presented, they can be warped to suit certain interests. This trend needs to

change for Nigeria to move forward. 
 

I hope that you, the reader, will find this book useful in your assessment of the
development of our dear country, Nigeria.

Afolabi E. Olowookere, Ph.D. (May, 2023)
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